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LEGO Day Activity
Activity #2: Place Value Block

To construct your LEGO place value blocks, you will need: 
11 LEGO bricks (same size)
1 Sheet of paper

Construct one rod by attaching ten of the LEGO bricks together. Create 
several rods. The remaining LEGO brick is one unit. Collect several units. 

How to use your LEGO place value blocks:
Represent positive, whole numbers using LEGO rods and units. 
Use a sheet of paper to visually group the rods as "tens" and the units as 
"ones". 

Find the sum of a group of LEGO units by constructing the greatest 
number of rods (tens-value) and counting the left-over units (ones-value). 

Practice tens facts by joining units and counting how many bricks are still 
needed to make ten, or a multiple of ten. 
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LEGO Day Activity

Extension activities:
Addition with grouping
 1. Construct the two addends (the first and second numbers of the  
     addition statement) using rods and units. 
 2. Add the rods and units separately. 
 3. Group ten units at a time to construct new rods, if possible. 
 4. Count the new number of rods and units to find the final sum. 

Subtraction with borrowing
 1. Construct the minuend (the first number of the subtraction 
     statement) and the subtrahend (the second number) using rods  
     and units. 
 2. Subtract the number of units of the subtrahend from the 
     number of units of the minuend. If necessary, borrow units from  
     one rod of the minuend by breaking it up into ten separate unit  
     blocks and adding these to the number of units of the minuend. 
 3. When complete, subtract the number of rods of the       
         subtrahend from the left-over number of rods of the minuend. 
 4. Count the new number of rods and units to find the final 
              difference. 

*Disclaimer: LEGO® is a trademark of the LEGO Group of companies, which does not sponsor, authorize or endorse this content.
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